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LOWVILLE — Lewis 
County legislators were pre-
sented with a budget Nov. 7 
for 2024 that raises spending 
by about 5%, but will lower 
the tax rate by nearly 16%, or 
to the lowest rate the county 
has seen in almost three de-
cades.

County Manager Ryan 
Piche’s proposed $62.28 
million budget will include 
a little over $3 million in 
spending above the $59.28 
million included in the 2023 
budget.

The tax levy, or the amount 
to be raised through taxes, 
will drop 2.7%, from $18.79 
million this year to $18.29 
million in 2024, a $500,000 
decrease. It’s the first time 
since 1999 that the county’s 
tax levy has been reduced.

Along with that, the tax 
rate that property own-
ers will pay will drop 15.6%, 
going from $7.54 per each 
$1,000 of assessed value in 
2023 to $6.37 per each $1,000 
in the coming year. That’s 
the lowest tax rate in the 
county since 1996.

For a property owner with 
a home assessed at $100,000, 
the 2024 tax rate would 
translate into a county tax 
bill of $637, or $117 less than 
the $754 owed in 2023. For a 
home assessed at $200,000, 
the 2024 bill would be 
$1,274, or $234 less than the 
$1,508 paid in 2023, while 

an assessment of $300,000 
will come with a $1,911 tax 
bill, $351 less than the $2,262 
paid this year.

The median assessed val-
ue of a home in the county 
is $122,800, which would 
mean a median savings of 
$144 for property owners. 
The median tax bill in 2023 
was $926, but is proposed to 
be $782 in 2024.

One of the factors driving 
the county’s ability to lower 
its tax rate is a 15.2%, or $380 
million, increase in its tax-
able property values expe-
rienced in the past year. Its 
total tax base increased from 
$2.49 billion in 2023 to $2.87 
in 2024, while the county’s 
full taxable value has grown 
about 30% in the last 10 
years.

A second factor is an 
overall increase in revenue, 
which will rise nearly 10% in 
2024. Revenues are project-
ed to rise about $3.86 million 
in 2024, from $38.64 million 
in 2023 to $42.49 million in 
2024. The county is project-
ing that sales tax revenue will 
rise to $19 million, although 
Piche is conservatively bud-
geting $17.75 million, which 
would represent about 43% 
of the county’s total revenue.

During the November 
meeting, Mr. Piche informed 
the legislators that the bud-
get was now in their hands 
and any changes could be 
made by motion or resolu-
tion at the next meeting.

Proposed Lewis 
County budget 
drops tax rate to 

27-year low
Staff report

WATERTOWN — Jef-
ferson and St. Lawrence 
counties saw modest gains 
in local government sales 
tax collections in 2023 
compared to the previous 
year, while Lewis County 
experienced an almost 
negligible dip in receipts.

According to data re-
leased Feb. 5 by the state 
comptroller’s office, Jef-
ferson County’s collec-
tions rose 2.7% in 2023 
over those received in 
2022, while St. Lawrence 
County’s collections were 
up 0.6%. Lewis County saw 
a year-over-year drop of 
0.7%.

For Jefferson Coun-
ty, 2023 receipts totaled 
$103.7 million, a $2.7 mil-
lion increase over the $101 
million collected in 2022. 
St. Lawrence County’s re-
ceipts grew by $500,000, 
from $80.29 million in 
2022 to $80.79 million this 
past year. Lewis County 
saw its collections dip by 
$130,000, from $18.33 mil-
lion in 2022 to $18.20 mil-
lion in 2023.

The city of Ogdensburg’s 
collections rose from $1.51 
million in 2022 to $2.11 
million in 2023, an increase 
of $600,000, although a 
true year-over-year com-
parison is not possible be-
cause the city did not start 
collecting its own sales tax 
until March 2022.

Oswego County’s re-
ceipts went up 1.6% be-
tween 2022 and 2023, 

from $61.44 million in 
2022 to $62.43 million this 
past year, an increase of 
$990,000. The city of Os-
wego’s collections grew by 
$2.98 million, or 16%, go-
ing from $18.71 million in 
2022 to $21.69 in 2023.

Overall, according to the 
comptroller’s office, col-
lections grew about 4.2% 
statewide, totaling $23 bil-
lion in 2023, a $919 million 
increase over 2022.

The growth in sales 
tax collections is now at 
about the same levels seen 
prior to the COVID-19 

pandemic. In 2021 and 
2022, collections grew by 
double-digit percentage 
points, as inflation brought 
higher prices and overall 
sales increased compared 
to the period of the pan-
demic, but the comptrol-
ler’s office says the growth 
is now more consistent 
with that seen in the years 
between 2011 and 2019.

The change in gasoline 
prices over the past couple 
of years has also had a no-
table impact on local sales 
tax collections, according 
to the comptroller’s office, 

as the taxes collected on 
the retail sale of motor fu-
els comprise around 5% of 
local collections statewide 
in a given year.

Quarterly year-over-year 
gasoline prices declined 
anywhere from 3.1% to 
21.4% in 2023 as sales tax 
growth continued to slow, 
whereas nearly 46% av-
erage growth in gasoline 
prices from the second 
quarter of 2021 to the third 
quarter of 2022 helped 
drive significant sales tax 
increases during that pe-
riod.

Jefferson, St. Lawrence sales 
tax revenue up; Lewis dips

Pride in Our Work, Commitment 

to Our Community

www.alcoa.com

Alcoa has been a member of the Massena community since 1902 as the 

world’s longest continuously operating aluminum smelter.

We’ve helped shape the region, the state, and the world with our 

aluminum. We are proud to call Massena home, supporting numerous

non-pro�t organizations through volunteering and 

Alcoa Foundation investments.

www.alcoa.com

As a self-sustaining New York State Public Bene�t Corporation, the Ogdensburg Bridge 
and Port Authority (OBPA) is a steward of transportation infrastructure in Northern New 
York. With �ve distinct operations ranging from port and rail facilities, to an international 
bridge, commerce park campus, and airport, the OBPA works to create opportunity 
for business to thrive. Through the undertaking of transformative projects and capital 
investments the OBPA is able to deliver on its mission and help improve the lives of the 
people it serves.

The OBPA continues to have much success in securing a diverse set of federal and state 
competitive grants for the improvement and expansion of its operations. Announced 
in Fall 2022, the OBPA was awarded from Governor Kathy Hochul the Upstate Airport 
Economic Development and Revitalization Grant which resulted in $18M towards the 
reimagining of Ogdensburg International Airport. This innovative project, which builds 
upon the $26M that has already been invested in the terminal and air�eld, provides for 
not only the renovation and expansion of the airport terminal but also the construction of 
an events center complex to host public and private events and help provide a gathering 
space for the community. The new airport facility will be a warm welcome to travelers 
coming to the North Country and a point of pride for the area as well as aid in the 
attraction of additional air service and increased destinations.

Understanding that access to childcare in our region is a barrier for many looking to 
enter the workforce, the OBPA has undertaken a childcare facility project that will call 
the Commerce Park Campus home. With an anticipated 125 child capacity, the facility 
will provide services, programs, and daycare to children younger than school-age. The 
OBPA is proud to partner with The Arc Jefferson - St. Lawrence to operate the childcare 

facility. With The Arc’s extensive knowledge and expertise in providing services to 
children the facility will be a much-needed resource for the community, and will also 
provide an attractive amenity for companies looking to locate within the Commerce 
Park Campus. Funding for this project has been provided by, with the immense support 
of U.S. Senators’ Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, the United States Department 
of Agriculture, the Northern Border Regional Commission, and New York State Empire 
State Development.

For its Port of Ogdensburg facility, the OBPA was the only New York State port successful 
in securing $5.1M through the 2023 Port Infrastructure Development Program awarded by 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration. This funding will aid in 
expanding the port dock by approximately 450 feet and dredging a section of non-federal 
channel. By deepening and expanding the marine terminal facility, the OBPA is able to 
achieve greater levels of ef�ciency and economies of scale making the lone U.S. port on 
the St. Lawrence River more competitive.

Knowing that success is a team sport, the OBPA is greatly appreciative of its partner 
organizations such as its grant writer Strategic Development Specialists of Syracuse, NY, 
its elected of�cials, and community members who share in the desire to keep improving 
the lives of the people who call the North Country home. It is in the organizational 
DNA of the OBPA to never stop moving and to always be improving and expanding its 
infrastructure assets for the betterment of the community they serve.

To learn more about the Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority please visit www.
ogdensport.com or call 315-393-4080.

Ogdensburg Bridge and Port Authority Advances Mission of Connecting Northern New York to the World
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